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[K] Said to him R. Zeira, “That which you say applies to the case 
of other relatives. But if he heard the news of his father’s or 
mother’s death, even after a long time, he is liable to make a 
tear.” 


If one suffered a bereavement, he makes a tear. If he suffered yet 
another bereavement, he makes a tear three fingerbreadths away from 
the first. 


If the front part of the garment is fully torn, he begins a tear on the 
other side. If the top part of the garment is fully torn, he begins at the 
bottom. 


[N] If these and those are fully torn — 


[O] R. Hiyya son of R. Ada of Jaffa said, “He is treated as one who is 
fully exposed [in ragged garments, and no further tearing is 
possible].” 


R. Hinenah bar Pappi went up to R. Tanhum bar Hiyya. He came out 
to him dressed in his upper garments [street dress, though he was in 
mourning |. 


[B] (What was this “upper garment’? It is a garment without a tear.) 


He said to him, “How do you know [that it is permitted to wear such a 
garment during a bereavement|?” 


He said to him, “This is what R. Simon, my teacher, did.” 
He said to him, “Pray for us.” 


He said to him, “May your breach go away [that is, the loss you have 
suffered ].” 


For during the entire year [in which a bereavement is suffered by a 
family], the attribute of justice points toward the family [that has 
suffered a loss]. 


[H] For R. Yohanan has said, “For the entire period of seven days of 
mourning, a sword is unsheathed. For the first thirty days it spins 
about. After twelve months it goes back to its sheath. 


[I] “To what is the matter compared? To a pile of stones. When one of 
them falls loose, all of them spill out.” 


[J] And R. Eleazar said, “If a male child is born to that family, the 
entire family is healed.” 


